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whom Cromwell termed the people of God. Yet it was at this object that all the constitutional settlements of the Protectorate aimed. It was in the interest of this minority that the Instrument of Government restricted the power of Parliament and made the Protector the guardian of the constitution. It was in their interest that the Petition and Advice re-established a House of Lords. That House, as Thurloe said, was intended " to preserve the good interest against the uncertainty of the Commons, House/' for, as another Cromwellian confessed " the spirit of the Commons had little affinity with or respect to the Cause of God.'*
Cromwell trusted that the real benefits his government conferred would reconcile the majority of the nation to the rule of the minority and " win the people to the interest of Jesus Christ/' Thus the long hostility between the people and " the people of God " would end at last in reconciliation.
It was a fallacious hope. Puritanism was spending its strength in the vain endeavour to make England Puritan by force. The enthusiasm which had undertaken to transform the world was being conformed to it. A change was coming over the party which supported the Protector; it had lost many of the " men of conscience "; it had attracted many of the time-servers and camp-followers of politics; it was ceasing to be a party held together by religious interests, and becoming a coalition held together by material interests and political necessities. Cromwell once rebuked the Scottish clergy for " meddling with worldly policies and mixtures o(